CHAPTER X.
THE PUPILS OF CANNING

THE fall of Sir Robert Peel's Ministry made little
difference in the domestic policy of the English
Government. The general principle of Free Trade
received some further applications, and the freedom
of the manufacturers to overwork their hands some
further restrictions. Vindictive country gentlemen
ceased to oppose Irish Coercion Bills that gave
them no opportunity of shooting their lost leader
from behind a hedge-. What really made Russell's
Administration differ from Peel's was the substi-
tution of Lord Palmerston for Lord Aberdeen at
the Foreign Office. The Minister who opened
Mazzini's letters, and who is more than suspected
of using the information thus obtained to warn
Italy's oppressors of an approaching attempt to
overthrow their power, was succeeded by the
Minister whom Italian patriots regarded as their
friend and champion. Aberdeen justified his
conduct on the plea that an Italian revolution
would have endangered the peace of Europe. In
this nervous anxiety to preserve the status quo he
differed widely from the imperious statesman whose
policy had so nearly led to a European war seven
years before. The change of Ministers initiated a
series of events that subsequently transformed the
face of Europe.
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